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The Sacred, Without World is the first chapter of a performative research project later extended through other
iterations. Presented at the Musée d’Art et d’Histoire in Geneva, the work takes the form of a frontal theatrical
dispositif combining live performance, projected text, sound composition, and choreographed movement.

Taking Marlene NourbeSe Philip’s Zong! as a point of departure, the performance moves through fracture, repetition,
and temporal rupture. Language appears on screen as visual material: declarative, broken, and charged. Rather than
illustrating colonial violence, the work stays with its afterlives in voice, rhythm, and interruption.

Loops, bells, seismographic vibrations, oceanic textures, and amplified speech structure the sonic field. Popular Latinx
songs enter the composition as memory, counterpoint, and disturbance, while ballroom rhythm connects the piece to
Black queer movement and diasporic performance. For instance, the Se me olvidó otra vez by Juan Gabriel was
reinterpreted as a lament addressing anti-Black sentiment within Latinx communities, reframing the song as a call to
awaken a suppressed Black memory.

Vir Andres Hera performs a recurring jaguar figure within the museum space, bringing animal presence into an
institution shaped by classification and display. Across the piece, choreography, citation, and sound press toward one
gesture: to re-member bodies dismembered by history.

JONA SANDERS PERFORMS IN THE SACRED, WITHOUT WORLD, MAH GENÈVE, 2025. COURTESY OF PROJETS MEDIA. PHOTO:
GONZALO GAUDENZI.



VIR ANDRES HERA PERFORMS IN THE SACRED, WITHOUT WORLD, MAH GENÈVE, 2025. COURTESY OF PROJETS MEDIA. PHOTO:
GONZALO GAUDENZI.

MAYA ZATON PERFORMS IN THE SACRED, WITHOUT WORLD, MAH GENÈVE, 2025. COURTESY OF PROJETS MEDIA. PHOTO: GONZALO
GAUDENZI.



VIDEO STILL FROM THE INSTALLATION THE SACRED, WITHOUT WORLD, MAH GENÈVE, 2025. COURTESY OF CHINAMPA.

ALL SUBSEQUENT IMAGES: THE SACRED, WITHOUT WORLD, MAH GENÈVE, 2025. COURTESY OF CHINAMPA AND PROJETS MEDIA /
GONZALO GAUDENZI.
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